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24 BRIC: Brazil, Russia, India and China
2% Bretton Woods System
2 The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
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India and the Russian Federation Bilateral Relations: 2014-2024

Mohammadmahdi Khazaei
Master student of Indian Subcontinent Studies, School of International Relations,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamic Republic of Iran

Abstract

Understanding the nature and quality of India-Russia relations in the current international landscape is
crucial. Key factors such as India's alignment with the Soviet Union during the Cold War, particularly under
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, India's emergence as a rising power, and Russia's role as a permanent member
of the United Nations Security Council and a military power in organizations like the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) and BRICS, along with their efforts to shape a new multipolar world order, underscore
the importance of this relationship. The continued arms and energy trade between India and Russia, even after
the Ukraine crisis, further highlights the significance of these ties. Despite its comprehensive relations with the
United States, India has not joined Western sanctions against Russia, thereby demonstrating an independent
foreign policy stance. This paper seeks to explore the changes in the bilateral relations between India and
Russia since Narendra Modi assumed office as the Prime Minister of India in 2014, up to 2024, and to
understand why these relations have been maintained and, at times, strengthened despite Western pressures.
The study uses a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on library resources including books and articles. It
hypothesizes that India's strategic independence in its foreign policy and Russia's aim to avoid the isolation
imposed by the West are key factors in maintaining and deepening their bilateral relations. Economic benefits,
particularly in energy and arms trade, have significantly influenced both countries’ motivations to enhance
their relationship.

Keywords: India, Russia, energy trading, arms trading, Ukraine crisis
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