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Social and Cultural Implications of the Barack Obama Administration's Cyber
Diplomacy in Iranian Society

Abstract
The main purpose of US cyber diplomacy towards Iranian society is to promote American culture
and values in order to present a favorable image of itself and to influence Iranian public opinion
in order to achieve its goals of weakening and changing the political system. US cyber-diplomacy
with Iran, which began under George W. Bush, expanded during Barack Obama's presidency, and
Iranian society became the audience and purpose of new cyber-diplomacy tools. The purpose of
this study is to investigate the social and cultural implications of the Obama administration's cyber
diplomacy with Iran. The main question is What were the social and cultural consequences of US
cyber diplomacy in Iranian society during Obama's presidency? It is further hypothesized US
cyber diplomacy has been able to make most Iranian Internet users pessimistic about Iranian-
Islamic society and identity by changing their mentality and attitudes and the more available and
accessible the Iranian audience is to the media and the tools of cyberspace and social networks,
this effect has been greater. The present study examines the impact of US cyber diplomacy on
issues such as changing attitudes toward Iranian society, identity and religiosity of Iranian society
and Iranian women under a descriptive-analytical method.
Keywords: Cyber Diplomacy, Iranian Society, Social and Cultural Issues, USA, Barack
Obama.
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