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Yemen Crisis and its Security Implications for the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Saudi Arabia

Abstract

Following the developments known as the Arab Spring in 2011, many Arab countries, especially
the country of Yemen, have experienced an internal crisis and entered the scene of competition
between Iran and Saudi Arabia as the leaders of the Shiite and Sunni blocs in the Middle East and
the Persian Gulf. Following the resignation of Mansour Hadi and the rise of power by the Houthis
and the subsequent military attack of Saudi Arabia in March 2015 on Yemen, the developments
in this country have gained double importance for the countries of Iran and Saudi Arabia.
Following the resignation of Mansour Hadi and the Houthis gaining power and the subsequent
military attack of Saudi Arabia in Yemen in March 2015, the developments in this country have
gained double importance for the countries of Iran and Saudi Arabia. The aim of the present
research, while examining the developments in Yemen and the crises caused by it, examining the
consequences of developments in this country on the national security of the Islamic Republic of
Iran and Saudi Arabia. The question that arises in this regard is that what are the consequences of
Yemen's internal crisis and the Saudi war and the Arab coalition against Yemen on the national
security of Iran and Saudi Arabia? Considering the great strategic and geopolitical importance of
Yemen for the countries of Iran and Saudi Arabia, as well as the efforts of these two countries for
regional leadership and exerting influence in the countries of the region in line with ideological
competition, this hypothesis is formed that the success of each country in the Yemen crisis is
considered as the failure of another and therefore the weakening of the regional position and
endangering their national security. In order to investigate the crisis in Yemen and its
consequences on the national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia, the theory
of offensive realism has been used and this issue has been investigated and analyzed with a
descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords: developments in Yemen, Islamic Republic of Iran, Saudi Arabia, aggressive realism,
national security.
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