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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to identify and analyze the effective factors on the influence of
social media on political behavior and voting behavior in Iran. In this study, the grounded
theory was used to investigate the effective factors. The data was collected through in-depth
interviews with experts in the fields of political science, communication and media sciences,
and theoretical saturation was achieved in interview number 16. The sampling method was
snowball and each participant introduced the next expert person or people to the researcher.
Our findings revealed two main phenomena: political mobilization and political persuasion.
These two phenomena respectively emphasize how social media facilitate the gathering of
support, the coordination of collective actions and the strengthening of political messages, and
on the other hand, the power of social media in shaping perceptions. They stand out politically
through targeted messages, viral content, and interaction with peers. The interrelationships
between the main phenomena, causal conditions, intervening conditions, strategies,
consequences and background factors show a complex and dynamic perspective that has been
revealed in this study. Significantly, the identified contextual factors play a fundamental role
in shaping this relationship and emphasize the importance of addressing these broad influences
to harness the potential of social media to increase political participation. This study shows the
complex interplay of various influencing factors on the influence of social media on political
behavior and voting behavior in Iran. Meanwhile, contextual factors play a central role and
shape the way social media is used and understood in political contexts. Our research
contributes to a deeper understanding of existing socio-political mechanisms and provides a
foundation for future studies, especially in the field of digital media and evolving political
behavior.
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