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The Political Economy of Gas and its Perspective on Gas Exporting Countries
after the War in Ukraine (Case Study: Iran, Qatar and Russia)

Mohammad Javad Zamani Koupaei Mahnaz Goodarzit

PhD Student in International Relations, Islamic Azad Assistant Professor in International Relations, Islamic
University, Isfahan (Khorasgan) Branch, Isfahan, Iran.  Azad University, Isfahan (Khorasgan) Branch, Isfahan,
Iran.

Abstract

Energy is one of the most important global issues in the current century, and natural gas is of great importance due to
its unique characteristics, especially in the way and path of its transmission. Natural gas is the fastest growing fossil
fuel in the world and its consumption is expected to reach 5.3 trillion cubic meters by 2040. The outbreak of the war
in Ukraine and the energy crisis in Europe changed the equations related to gas exchanges in a significant way. The
current research was looking for answer to the question, “what are the opportunities and challenges for the countries
of Russia, Qatar and Iran in the export of gas after the war in Ukraine?” This research was conducted with a
descriptive-analytical method and the findings of the research showed that, firstly, Iran could not benefit from the war
in Ukraine due to various factors, including international sanctions; Secondly, after the start of the war, Russia has
lost its gas export markets and is looking for new markets in Eastern countries, including China and the former Soviet
Union countries; Thirdly, due to its geographical location, Qatar has put most of its focus on the export of LNG, and
with this approach, it was able to take advantage of the war in Ukraine and the energy crisis in Europe, and take over
the markets that are far away and took over significant amount of the British gas market.

Keywords: Gas, Political Economy, Russia, Iran, Qatar, War in Ukraine.

1 Corresponding Author



14 wemtonl confereneon [URTIC RSP SN PO

[/_“\ Political Science,
£ A
<,

and

Event Place: Thilisi, Georgia

www.pstconf.ir

14t ional Conft Political Science , Relations and
ollall i peina 5hn VEF sle g0 ,0 3 YT

Conclusion

By studying the records of gas exchanges and also the challenges and opportunities facing the three countries of Iran,
Russia and Qatar, it was found that 1) Iran can increase its gas exports with the approach of regional integration and
also active cooperation with regional and international organizations and use the most of this available capacity. Also,
due to various factors, including international sanctions and the lack of currency exchange channels and also political
and strategic affinity with Russia, Iran could not take advantage of the war in Ukraine and the energy crisis in Europe,
and basically, the European side didn’t consider Iran as a possible option to replace with Russia in gas supply because
of the aforementioned reasons; 2) Due to the military attack on Ukraine and the heavy sanctions imposed on this
country by the European Union, Russia has lost one of its main and largest gas export markets, and is looking for new
markets in eastern countries, including China and the former Soviet Union countries, and of course this market loss is
mostly related to the pipeline gas sector and has not had a significant impact on LNG exports; 3) Due to its
geographical location, Qatar has put most of its focus on the export of LNG and has not made significant investments
in the field of pipeline gas (except for projects such as Dolphin, which are few in number). On the other hand, with
this approach, Qatar was able to take over markets that are far away and take full advantage of the war in Ukraine and
the European energy crisis and took over a significant amount of the British gas market.



